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The lion that barked

A3
by Gini Denninger

Lowchen, Petit Chien Lion, Kleine
Lowehundchen, or Little Lion Dog—
all these names apply to one pint-sized
breed.

The Lowchen has a rather cloudy
past. We know it existed as early as the
14th Century, but of its origins little is
known. Today’s breeders, when they
get together, often ruminate as to
which country or what breeds this dog

“descends from. Once you have lived

with one of these mischievous imps,
you can’t be without one, since .the
house suddenly seems quieter, emp-
tier, and filled with a little less love.

The Lowchen is considred a rare
breed on the North American Conti-
nent. It is recognized by the British
Kennel Club and is in the Toy Group,
and by the FCI, where is is placed in
the Companion Dog Group. In the U.S.
at rare breed shows, one finds them in
the Non-sporting Group.

At first glance the Lowchen resem-
bles a Miniature Poodle, but to the
knowledgeable dug person there are
very definite differences. The Low-
chen is a very sturdy dog for its size.
The head is broad and short, with the
length of the muzzle equaling the skull
piece. The eyes are dark in color and
round, but do not protrude. Pigment
should be dark, except for brown dogs
which are self-colored. Tight scissor
bite is preferred, level allowed. The
body is well proportioned, square like
a Terrier’s. In the breed standard an
allowance is made for bitches to have
extra length. The tail is high set and
carried over the back.

When competing in a conformation
show the tail must be up at least once
when in the ring. The legs should be
straight. The Lowchen is noted for its
lovely and muscular rear. The dog
should be up on its toes, with its feet
small and round. The coat has some
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length, is wavy, with the texture coarse
but not as harsh as a Terrier’s. Any
colors and variety of patterning are
acceptable. The Lowchen does not
matt easily; when it does, the matts are
fairly easy to brush out provided rea-
sonable care of the coat is taken. The
Lowchen do not shed, which is good
news to fastidious housekeepers. The
preferable size is 12 inches at the
shoulders with the weight at 12 lbs.
The English Kennel Club standard
limits the size to 13 inches, and it

enforces that by often making use of

the wicket.

To keep its unique look, the Low-
chen is clipped in the lion pattern. To
achieve the look, one clips the body in
almost the same pattern as the Poodle.
It seems, however, that the Poodle’s

pattern was originally copied from the -

Lowchen clip. Vero Shaw, in 1881,
wrote of the Poodle being trimmed to
resemble the Canis Leonis (Lowchen),
which could be a blow to Poodle
enthusiasts. The furnishings are left
absolutely natural, no trimming, just
brushed and flowing.

Because of the careful breeding pro-
grams followed by those involved in
the breed, there are relatively few
health or temperament problems at
this point. Most breeders are discard-
ing from their already limited gene

pools any dogs known or thought to be
carrying undesirable genes. Because
we are able to pinpoint fairly easily
where problems are arising, the hope is
that the Lowchen will continue to be a
healthy breed, free from the problems
that plague small breeds.

The Lowchen is said to stem from
the same family tree as the Bichon
Frise (which is actually the modern
version of the now extinct Teneriffe),
Poodle, Bolognese, Barbet (now also
extinct), and Havanese. Possibly some
Terriers or Miniature Pinschers lurk
in the background. They are known to
have lived in Germany, France, and
around the Mediterranean. In 1840
Richard Cope wrote about a dog exist-
ing in Malta that he thought was the
Lowchen. He described it as feeble,
timid, and inactive. That is a far cry
from the Lowchen of today. Up to the
mid-1800s a large version of the
Lowchen existed. This dog closely re-
sembled the lion in stature and ap-
pearance. It is extinct, and little is
known about the breed.

" The Lowchen was a favorlte of
royalty. It can be found in many works
of art stemming from the middle ages.
Many old churches on the Continent
contain tombs of knights with Low-
chen carved at their feet. According to
legend, if a knight died in battle, he
was buried with a lion carved at his
feet; if he died a peace-time death, a
Lowchen was carved at his feet in-
stead. Both represent valor and brave-
ry.

Another legend describes why the
Lowchen is clipped in such a fashion.
They were favorites of the ladies at
court and were in very popular use as
“hot water bottles”. The Lowchen was
also carried around in the ladies’ volu-

minous sleeves, much like the royal .

Pekingese was in China. Often when
one says “Little Lion Dog” people con-
fuse the breed with the eastern dogs




that are nicknamed “lion dogs” due to
their reknowned courage.

The beautiful Duchess of Alba fa-
vored this breed, and many oils done

of her include a member of this breed. ;

One of the most f@mous is the 1795
portrait by Goya, who included
Lowchen in many of his works. Ger-
man artist Albrecht Durer also grew to
love the breed and included it in many
of his woodcutting designs. More ex-
amples of the Lowchen in art are the
tapestry, “The Lady and the Uni-
corn”, which is housed in France’s Clu-
ny Museum, and the oil portrait,
“Madonna and Child with a Multitude
of Animals”.

HERBS
FOR ANIMALS?

Herbs restore order and balance. They also provide vita-
mins, minerals, amino acids, hormones, etc. They are the
natural altemative. Many years of research and study have
gone into these exclusive formulas. They are offered to
breeders from a breeder. Among the many formulas that we
offer, the following are in liquid extract form, making them
more easily assimilated and simple to administer.

PRO-DUCER—Male Hormone enhancer . . . . . $12.00
PRE-BREED—For most fertility problems in bitches, and
enhancing fertility in the proven bitch . . . . . . . $12.00
GESTATE—For easier and sweet smelling births, also pro-
vides many nutrients to the bitch in whelp .. .811.00
WHELP-EASE—3-5 drops on bitch's tongue while whelping
will provide nautral oxytocin (pitocin)—harmiess to bitch
andlitteor ... : . . .w ve eee el bieie dFee $11.00
All formulas are 100% pure herbs.
Please include $1 per bottle
for shipping and handling.

THE HERBAL ARK LTD.
PO BOX 368
ALDEN MANOR, NY 11003
718-481-8799

poxes “The On'ginal ”
@ MONTHLY
LAY 1 BOOKKEEPING
- SYSTEM
A AN}Y(H

The Nation's Leading Publisher

of Specialized Baakkeepm Records
WE'RE 1 FOR 1 REASON — “THIS IS ALL WE DO™
Tailored for: Trainers, Kennels, Groomers, Breeders, Pst
Shops and Professional Dog Handlers.
Cash method system easily converted to the accrual
method ¢ Ideal for Sole-Proprietorships, Partnerships
and Corporations * Easy to use * Requires no previous
bookkeeping experience ¢ Start anytime  No outdated
forms or material * Designed to keep records for one
year ¢ Makes filing your own tax returns much easier
and saves you time and money—even if you hire a pro-
fessional tax person.
Contains forms, sample pages and instructions for: in-
come, expense, payroll (up to 20 employees), accounts
receivable and accounts payable ¢ Includes income
statement, balance sheet, conversion sheet for the ac-
crual method and more . . . 8%z x 11 spiral bound.

MONTHLY CANINE BOOKKEEPER #201

$15.95 » Add $2.00 postage and handling * California
residents only add 6%, 6%2% or 7% sales tax where
applicable ¢ Send personal check or M.O. to: ANKH
Enterprises * Dept. W ¢ Zogg Mine Rd. ¢ PO. Box 310
* Igo, CA 86047-0310 = (916) 396-2610

Fast Delivery Satisfaction Guaranteed

+ Dealer and educational Inquiries welcomed «
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German artist Lucas Granack the
Eldest did two complimentary por-
traits, one of Heinrich the Holy, the
other of Katerna von Mecklenburg. At
Heinrichs’ feet is a sighthound resem-
bling a Borzoi, and Katerna has a
Lowchen at her feet with, curiously
enough, cropped ears.

As the remaining royalty of the mid-
dle ages lost favor or died out, so did
the Lowchen. The breed’s existence
was so closely linked with the ruling
class that it was near extinction before
WW 1. A.M. de Connick of Dieghem is
documented to have shown the dog
before the first World War with great

success. But nothing was heard of him,

afterward. The breed was in existence
in limited numbers until WW II, dur-
ing which it was closest to extinction.
What breeders there were lost either
their lives or their dogs because of ene-
my soldiers, while others, fleeing in-
vaders, turned their dogs out into the
streets.

During this time of social upheaval,
an elderly Belgian woman, Madame
Bennart, devoted herself to finding
what good examples of the breed were
left in hopes of saving it. She was an
unusual woman who was never seen
out in public without her high but-
toned boots, and was rarely photo-
graphed, with or without her dogs.
Upon her death she left her kennel to
DVM Hans Richart of Germany. He
carried on the work Madame Bennart
had started.

Interest in the breed grew, and it
was registered with FCI, with France
as the country of origin. They were
imported into Great Britan in the late
1960s by Mrs. Stenning of Cherrycourt
Kennels, quickly followed by Mrs.
Banks of Cluneen Kennels. A breed
registry was stated in 1971. The breed
became popular rather quickly, with
recognition by the British Kennel Club
coming in 1976. The first show at
which the Lowchen were eligible to
compete for challenge certificates was
Crufts '76.

On the tour to Crufts in 1971 were
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Cook. They were

' ( Continued on page 151)

| % Cages
wlth the ;Bnght
| Blue Tag

Send for the new

“Dog-a-log”*—Ilargest
selection of models

and cages anywhere.

Central Metal
Products, Inc.
@ P.O. Box 396
Windfall, IN 46076

(317) 945-7677
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® AMERICAN BULLDOG

JOHNSON’S

AMERICAN BULLDOGS
75 years breeding

Still bred forpersonal ‘

& property protectlon
; A

Johnson's Incredible Mean
Machine 135 Ibs.
John D. Johnson

140 Hinton St.,
Summerville, GA 30747
(404) 857-1272

American Bulldog

* Indian Hy's Raging Bull 15 months.
= Several litters due this year.
» Bulldogs bred the right way.

Indian Hy Kennels
Steve Leclerc (413) 566-8637
159 N. Monson Rd., Hampden, MA 01036

® SWEDISH VALLHUND

Little Lions

(Continued from page 39)

quite taken with the Lowchen (which
were not eligible at that time for chal-
lenge certificates), and managed to
talk Mrs. Banks into parting with
three puppies. As the plane returned
from Crufts, the pilot radioed ahead to
New York City that he had a planeload
of dog lovers and dogs, including a
“first”: the first Lowchen that would
touch American soil. So exciting and
unique was the-idea that when the
plane touched down the tarmac was
filled with news reporters representing
both television and press. The Cooks
were careful to see to it that the dogs
were carried out in their order of
birth—Cluneen Dana first, followed
by Cluneen Erinna, then Cluneen Fer-
gus. Mrs. Jane Cook described that
moment as being overwhelming. Try
to imagine holding three squriming
puppies and then having to speak to
the press!

Bob and Carol Yhlen of New Jersey
saw the article about the landing in the

.New York Times and were intrigued.

Bob managed to track down the Cooks
and was allowed to buy Cluneen Dana,
which was the start of the Lowe-Ray
Kennels. Leslie Sammuels-Healy, who
had gone to live in England in the '60s,

returned to the U.S. and settled in’

Texas. She brought with her Pepper-
land Kennels, which has been in
Lowchen since 1973. Another breeder

of note is Dorathy Goodale of .

Colorado. She imported Leon v.d. Drei
Lowen, who has sired some very top
quality dogs, including multiple Best
in Show dog LLDCA Ch. Berdot’s
Luke Sky Walker, who resides at Liz
Vargo’s Destiny Kennels.

(To be continued)

® KYI-LEOS
KYI - LEO

... A NEW BREED -

LIN KAl KYI-LEOS

HAI(RI:f um 1757Landau D( Concord, 0\94:20 A 685- 401

® CANAAN DOG
Ha'Aretz Canaan Dogs

= Good Friend and
Companion.

= Watchdog.

 Puppies occasionally .

Bryna Comsky (312) 885-8395

565 Illinois Blvd.,
Hoffman Eslales 1L 60134

CCA. Ch. Misha, TD

CANAAN CLUB OF AMERICA, INC.

The Canaan Dog, native to
Biblical Israel—bred for 20th
century. Show & Obedience
potential.

for information contact:

Lorraine Stephens, Secy.
Box 555, Newcaslle, OK 73065
phone 405-387-5576

® SHIBA INU

BREEDING JAPANESE STANDARD SHIBAS

* *x Congratulations to imported half
brother-sister team, Takayu-Go
and Ayahime-Go completin
Am. championships including
Best in Show, 4 Best of
Winners 4 Group I's all in 33

2 -c‘r:l Takayu— Go pups avail-

e t:lec Chamrlon sired puppies

Japanese Champion  « Japanese Imports at stu

Takatora of Yodasow, CD » lmgoned breedin stock
AOYAMA SHIBAS—Suki Maha

RL 1, Box 342, Floyd, VA 24091 ¢ (703) 745—2948

Planned breedings from
the finest of imported En-
glish and Swedish breeding
stock.

* Puppies available

For information please contact:
MR. & MRS. JOHN B. THELL
RR 1, P.0. Box 102,
Waterman Hill Rd.,

Greene, Rhode Island 02827
(401) 397-5003

Senned, :

Breeders of Top Winning Great Pyrenees

PROUDLY INTRODUCES TO THE AMERICAN DOG FANCIER
the SWEDISH VALLHUND (Vastogotaspet)

Recognized by the “Kennel Club” U.K. 1984

Established 1964

i » v.vﬂ,-..“";':‘
E. -&‘.\‘,},‘k 3] e

*“The Little Viking Dog"

ARKEE’S SHIBAS
—Female, red, pet quality $200
—Male, red, pet quality $150
—Male, red, outstanding show prospect $600
Members Shiba Club of America
Bob & Julie Jennings
23130 County Rd., 180, Waynesfield, OH 45896
(419) 568 1187

NATIONAL SHIBA CLUB OF AMERICA
Centennial Representatives

-3t Maintains the Registry & Stud

Book. Send SSAE for informa-

tion on registration, standard,

B history, membership & shows

to:

] MALONE, Minimeadow Knl.

&3 8539 Schubert, Alliance, OH 44601
3 (216) 823-2380

Joan B. Young

; (405) 373-2600
1213 Harrison Ave., NE,

Piedmont, 0K 73078

= Superb quality
Import Lines

* Inquiries Welcome
Fall Puppies
*new address*

Jade-Shogun Shibas
SGOZ‘g 488-1415

Box 4475, Cave Creek Stage,

Arizona 85331
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The majority of the Lowchen are

. located on the east coast, in Texas,

Michigan, and Ohio, with interest in
the breed spreading to California.
There have been reports that there is

. ‘'someone in California who, unfortu-
- nately, is crossing Lhasa and Maltese

and selling them as Lowchen. Most of
the Lowchen irr this country descend
from the v.d. 3 Lowen, Cluneen, or
Siewlee stock within two to three gen-
erations.

The Little Lion Dog Club of Ameri-
ca was started in 1976 by Mr. and Mrs.
Cook and Mr. and Mrs. Yhlen. The
registry is held by the Yhlens, who
print the registration certificates on
stock certificate paper. A point system
devised by Liz Hendricks-Vargs and
Bob Yhlen was instituted for the
LLDCA in 1984. There are eight
Champions in the U.S. at this time,
with more on the way. At this time
there are fewer than 400 dogs regis-
tered with The Little Lion Dog Club of

. America. In 1960 and 1973 the breed

was listed in the Guinness Book of
World Records as the world’s rarest
breed. They showed up again in 1979
when International Champion Clun-
een Adam Adamant was listed as the
world’s most expensive dog, when his
owners turned down a large offer.

It is interesting that the breed has
not yet been discovered by the Ameri-
can public; Lowchen have been listed
in many dog books, and were repre-
sented by Lowe-Ray’s Crickett in a
spread on rare breeds done by Life
Magazine in January 1979. The cover
blurb was “Dogs so rare, six of man’s
most unusual best friends”, and the
article was titled: “Dogs you never saw
before”. The breed is presented at rare
breed shows on a consistent basis and
does a large portion of winning, con-
sidering the numbers shown.

These surprisingly robust and stur-
dy dogs are out-going, happy, and
become very attached to their owners.
Because of their high intelligence and
willingness to please, they do well in
obedience. Leslie Healy’s 11-year-old
Rossglen Charlie Brown at Pepperland -
completed his Championship with the
last of three five-point majors, and also _
earned a leg to his CD'in obedience the '
same day in 60-mph winds! To say this
is an active breed is an understate-
ment. They are not meant to be cod-
dled. They like excitement and are
always first on the scene. ‘

For more information on the breed,
contact the Little Lion Dog Club of
America, 6 Homestead Circle, San An-
zelo. TX 76305. M1 FE



